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ABSTRACT 

Rabindranath Tagore the colossus, at his own pace learnt in a profound manner that the 

importance of developing empathy and sensitivity towards the social issues of his contemporary 

scenario. Being the champion of social consciousness, he could fully understand the state of women in 

the society in the post independence era with the result he has taken the rights of the second sex i.e. 

women at his hand to get them their rights as equal to men. And he has attempted to create a good 

ambience for the empowerment of women by making them the protagonists of his novels and plays. He 

firmly believes in the fact that the key to women’s incessant problems and their liberty from the 

patriarchal domain could only be possible through education. Most of the plays and novels of Tagore are 

centered on the life of women- their struggle for life in the irrespective of the situation and self 

actualization which leads to their emancipation. There is no wonder his concern towards women and 

their state of being in the society since he has much acquaintance with the social reformer Raja Ram 

Mohan Roy. This paper would analyse Tagore’s contribution on the emancipation of women with 

particular reference to the text The Home and the World. 
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Rabindranath Tagore the colossus, at his own pace learnt in a profound manner that the 

importance of developing empathy and sensitivity towards the social issues of his contemporary 

scenario. Being the champion of social consciousness, he could fully understand the state of women in 

the society during the independence era with the result he has taken the rights of the second sex i.e. 

women at his hand to get them their rights as equal to men. And he has attempted to create a good 

ambience for the empowerment of women by making them the protagonists of his novels and plays.  

Tagore firmly believes in the fact that the key to women’s incessant problems and their liberty 

from the patriarchal domain could only be possible through education.  Therefore he writes for Vishva 

Bharati Quarterly,  “We in our home sought freedom of power in our language, freedom of imagination 

in our literature, freedom of soul in our religious creeds and that of mind in our social environment. Such 

an opportunity has given me confidence in the power of education which in one with life and only which 

can give us real freedom…” (73) 
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  Most of the plays and novels of Tagore are centered on the life of women- their struggle for life 

in the irrespective of the situation and self actualization which leads to their emancipation. There is no 

wonder in his concern towards women and their state of being in the society since he has much 

acquaintance with the social reformer Raja Ram Mohan Roy. 

It is said that in 1819, a school was started for women at Calcutta by the Calcutta Female 

Juvenile Society. But the impact of the literacy of women has not brought the formidable change in their 

life because of the rigid speculation of the pardah and other superstitious beliefs. Bimala the heroine of 

the novel The Home and the World is bound by the conventions and traditions of the patriarchal 

universe by confiding herself within the boundary of the pardah that she wears. Even her ‘husband was 

very eager to take her out of purdah’ (603) to get her the essence of the reality of the society, She is 

reluctant in exploring the outer world by saying ‘what do I want with the outside world?’ (603).  Like 

every traditional woman in the society, Bimala too feels happy in her servitude towards her family, not 

giving much importance to her own whims and fancies, does know neither what she has, nor what she 

wants.  

Bimala the protagonist of the novel ‘The Home and the World’ is represented as the 

embodiment of typical archetypal women in the foremath of independence, lives in a house which is old 

in dignity from the days of the badshahs has no proper formal education at the beginning, is fully 

transformed by her male escort who is the representative of modern world holding M.A degree. She is a 

lady with full of passion in her heart for proving her love towards her husband through her servitude. As 

a dutiful person she always appears as an ‘ideal wife’ in front her husband. Here, Tagore beautifully 

expresses ‘……devotion is beauty itself, in its inner aspect’ (599).  

 The subaltern girl Bimala seeks everything through man’s ideology by saying, ‘it was my 

woman’s heart, which must worship in order to love’.  The pioneer of feminist theories Simone De 

Beauvoir also stresses the point in her book The Second Sex : women ‘live dispersed among the males, 

attached through residence, housework, economic condition, and social standing to certain men-fathers 

or husbands – more firmly than they are to other women. (xxv) 

Nikhil, the husband of Bimala, the heroine of the home and the world, gives action to the 

thought of Tagore. In the whole novel, one could find he does never interrupt the liberated activities of 

Bimala intentionally. Instead he encourages and helps her to exercise her democracy for understanding 

the pragmatic world which has been considered as a mirage for women in her earlier days. He appears 

always compassionate and helps to break the paradigms which have been practiced by the society on 

women. Even when Bimala becomes the follower of Sandip and takes decision to serve the country with 

Swedeshi movement, he does not stop her rather he pays way to mingle herself with the outer world, 

believes that this will lead her to self-actualization and understand the society in a better way. He says, “I 

longed to find Bimala blossoming fully in all her truth and power” (616) 

Love is a beautiful ornament which will be revealed through actions and received through our 

senses. Simone De Beauvoir in her book The Second Sex says, “Through the love she inspires and 
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shares, is the only possible salvation for each man” (236). Bimala the protagonist, shares her abundance 

of love through her actions saying “my real joy was that my true place was at his feet” (600). Breton’s 

opinion on this quoted by Simone De Beauvoir in her text The Second Sex, “Woman has no vocation 

other than love; this does not make her inferior, since man’s vocation is also love. (237). 

  From the ancient time, women have been expected to show their love towards their family 

members even when they are caught between problem. But for men, showing love is a temporary 

perception; need not to be remained forever.  Bimala said, “It was my woman’s heart, which must 

worship in order to love” (600). Tagore through the portrayal of Nikhil in this story has disproved this 

old theory and tried to show that love is common for both the sexes. The readers can witness this through 

the love making of Bimala and her husband Nikhil.    

Sandip the poignant character in this novel is introduced as the childhood companion of Nikhil. 

He is bit tyrannical in his attitude over patriotism. Bimala slowly gets attracted towards Sandip the 

unscrupulous man, which disturbs the mind of Nikhil very much. Nikhil expressed it with an utter 

desperation  “Bimala’s hero worship of Sandip makes me hesitate all the more to talk to her about him, 

lest some touch of jealousy may lead me unwittingly into exaggeration’…..and ‘keep my feelings 

gnawing within me’ (617). But he has never tried to put an end to her conversation with Sandip at any 

cost. Though he is distressed by Bimala’s sudden change of supporting all the views of Sandip without 

any reason, he is actually admired by her awakening of liberty and self confidence. This shows how 

much Tagore has longed for the liberty of women and their emancipation. 

Sandip fascinates everyone through his scintillating speech on the freedom of women. Though 

in the concluding part of the novel he has poisoned the mind of Bimala to steal six thousand rupees from 

her own home, he is the next one after Nikhil to emphasize the value of liberty to Bimala. And he is the 

one who announces Bimala that there is a world outside her home which is waiting for her to see. When 

he is conversing with Bimala says, “Are you determined to make gods of your petty household duties-

you who have it in you to send us to life or to death? Is this power of yours to be kept veiled in a Zenana? 

Cast away all false shame. I pray you: snap your fingers at the whispering around. Take your plunge 

today into the freedom of the outer world”. (640).  

Sharad Srivastava writes in this connection: the woman is liberated when she analyses and 

reflects upon her position essentially as a woman in the scheme of things which includes the social moral 

and spiritual fields. (17-18)  

A liberated woman is completely different from the woman who thinks of seeking equality with 

men, asserting her own personality and emphasizing on her own rights as a woman. She is gifted with 

depth and rationale thinking and is aware of value system. The credit goes to Bimala the female character 

in this novel for holding the flag of liberated woman. With the help of Nikhil and Sandip she has 

achieved success in realizing her goal while following the norms and values, which the society has laid 

down. In spite of her problem created by Sandip, she has survived and has discovered an identity and 

recognition for herself. For attributing the power of Bimala the female soul, Sandip calling her as the 
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incarnation of the goddess, “If only women could be set free from the artificial fetters put round them by 

men, we could see on earth the living image of Kali, the shameless, pitiless goddess. I am a worshipper 

of Kali, and one day I shall truly worship her, setting Bimala on her alter of Destruction. For this let me 

get ready”. (647)  

The inspirational speech of Sandip transforms her state of illusion to the world of reality. 

Bimala recollects, “Sandip Babu made it clear how all the country was in need of me. I had no difficulty 

in believing this at the time, for I felt that I had the power to do everything. Divine strength had come to 

me. It was something which I had never felt before, which was beyond myself. I had no time to question 

it to find out what was its nature. It seemed to belong to me, and yet to transcend me. It comprehended 

the whole Bengal”. (623)    

Having known the perceptions of women, Tagore has carefully warped a sublime feminine 

character Bimala in “The Home and the World”. It is a wonderful character, which will not ever steal the 

heart of the literary leaders. Even in the novel itself, she is often appreciated by the male characters 

Sandip and Nikhil. Paying tribute to the soul of the women in general, Bimala in particular, Tagore says, 

“woman knows how to be cruel; her virulence is like a blind storm. It is beautifully fearful. In man it is 

ugly, because it harbours in its centre the gnawing worms of reason and thought…. It is women who will 

save the country”. (614) It is not just the sentence uttered by Sandip instead it has come out of Tagore 

and his appraisal to the indomitable spirit of women. 

Tagore has strongly opposed the domination of women prevailed in the male society and he 

vehemently criticized it in an occasion through Nikhil, “……men show their superiority to the lower 

creatures, and women beat even men. Neither is a profusion of ornament unbecoming for a woman, nor a 

profusion of untruth” (612).  

Tagore’s Bimala, after getting education from an European lady Miss Gilby, is intuitively 

arranged by her husband, in order to raise her consciousness i.e. revealing identity, through her clear 

assertive voice. She has never hesitated in expressing her ideas in front of her husband and Sandip, 

whenever she is needed off. She gets this consciousness from her education. And that education makes 

her courageously voice out her opinions. Gayathri chakravorthy spivak in her essay Subaltern 

Studies: Deconstructing Historiography says: “Speech is a direct and immediate representation of 

voice consciousness and writing an indirect transcript of speech” (351). 

Being the foreseer of women’s empowerment, Tagore has highlighted an exclusive vision that 

education is a compulsory option for a woman to empower her status. Education definitely will lead 

women into self-realization. A woman who can realize her existence both in her family and in the 

society, no doubt in aspiring what she can do out of her given potentialities, which would pave a way for 

her great heights. 

So let us all together to take a pledge that we will work for the emancipation of women in our 

society as the social reformer Tagore aspired.  
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